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University Research Programmes 2027: Proposal Template

Thank you for your interest in submitting a proposal to the Natural Hazards Commission (NHC) Toka Tū Ake’s University Research Programmes 2027. As you prepare your proposal, we encourage you to review the Research Investment Priorities Statement 2025, along with the Guidelines for Applicants and Funding Guidance. These important resources are available for download at our URP webpage. and will help ensure your proposal is as strong as possible.
Please note: This document serves as an offline template to assist you in drafting your proposal. The official submission must be completed and lodged through our online portal, Smarty Grants.
Please note that this template will not be revised and updated by NHC if there are changes to the application process, including any updates to Smarty Grants. It is your responsibility to ensure your submission follows the latest requirements and instructions by referring directly to SmartyGrants for current information.
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Programme Details
[bookmark: _Toc216691842]Title*
	


Provide a meaningful and accurate descriptive title. Avoid using acronyms or abbreviations. (recommend 10 words or less) 
[bookmark: _Toc216691845]Host institution*
	


Organisation Name
[bookmark: _Toc818841569]Abstract
The abstract should provide a summary of the programme. 
Briefly explain in plain language: 
· The problem and/or opportunity
· The objectives of the research programme
· How the team will achieve the objectives 
[bookmark: _Toc216691847]Summary of your proposed research programme*
	


Word count: Must be no more than 500 words.
[bookmark: _Toc240491570]Alignment and Context
[bookmark: _Toc216691849]Please confirm which themes the research programme aligns with
· Quantifying hazards and impacts - Research to improve understanding of New Zealand’s natural hazards, in particular data and models to quantify the magnitude and frequency of hazards and their impacts.
· Supporting people and decisions – Research that enables individuals, communities, and decision makers to understand, manage, and mitigate various risks, covering governance, economics, and social and behavioural aspects of disaster risk management.
· Resilient Buildings - Research focused on understanding and improving building and land performance to ensure buildings are designed, built, and retrofit for resilience. 
· Smarter land use – Research focused on understanding, managing, and improving land use so we can make smarter decisions and build stronger homes on better land
At least one, max two themes should be selected. 
Primary Theme*
Your primary theme selection will determine which Expert Assessment Panel reviews your proposed programme. If you select two themes, please ensure the primary theme reflects the best fit for assessment.
	


Secondary Theme (if applicable)
	


Describe how the proposed research programme aligns with the Research Themes and areas of research interest in our Research Investment Priorities Statement, the gap it addresses, and how it relates to or builds on existing initiatives *
	


Specifically note which areas of research interest from NHC’s Research Investment Priorities Statement are addressed. Word count: Must be no more than 300 words. To complete this question, refer to the latest Research Investment Priorities Statement. 
[bookmark: _Toc1930154226]Benefit and Impact
Use this section to outline the anticipated impact and benefits of the proposed research programme, with particular emphasis on how the programme will deliver meaningful outcomes for NHC Toka Tū Ake.
The Natural Hazards Insurance Act 2023 requires all research activities we fund to have the potential to:
☐ Provide a benefit to insured persons (whether or not the activity also has the potential to provide a benefit to persons who are not insured persons)
☐ Reduce the future cost of providing natural hazard cover
[bookmark: _Toc216691852]Please tick one or both boxes above to show which benefit(s) your research programme will support. For each, briefly outline the expected potential benefits of your programme and provide evidence or justification explaining how your programme satisfies the statutory requirement. *
	




What is the benefit, or what type of reduction is expected? Who is expected to benefit from the outcomes and outputs of your proposed research programme? Please explain the anticipated pathways and timelines to these benefits being realised. If not already described, what is the expected impact on the NHC Toka Tū Ake Scheme? We recommend you refer to the Guidelines and Strategies to support your answer. Word count: Must be no more than 800 words.  
Please suggest how the benefit and impact of your proposed research programme could be measured or evaluated following completion of the programme*
	



This criterion is not being assessed but will help us to track return on investment following contract completion should the programme be successful. No word count.
[bookmark: _Toc2007304173]Relevance for Māori
[bookmark: _Toc216691854]Does the programme align with Vision Mātauranga policy? * 
☐     Yes ☐     No 
[bookmark: _Toc216691855]Please explain how your proposed research programme  does/does not align to this policy:
	


In your response please consider alignment to the MBIE Vision Mātauranga Policy, geographic location of the work, Māori research and organisations operating in the space, potential to impact and benefit Māori community, existing relationships with relevant Māori organisations or community partners, if the work is related to an important issue for Māori, etc. Word count: Must be no more than 400 words. 
[bookmark: _Toc220678689][bookmark: _Toc130567928]Programme Plan 
Explain:
· Research approach, design and methodologies
· How key stakeholders and end-users will be engaged
Please use accessible language or explain discipline-specific terms, as the assessment panel are interdisciplinary.  
[bookmark: _Toc216691857]Please describe your research design, approach and methodology: *
	


Please refer to the Guidelines and Scoring criteria to hone your Methodology section (e.g. please highlight areas of originality/novelty). Word count: Must be no more than 800 words. 
[bookmark: _Toc216691866]Describe the dissemination and uptake pathway for the outputs of this programme
	


Include how you will leverage any existing relationships or engagements to ensure uptake and impact of the programme outputs. Word count: Must be no more than 300 words

[bookmark: _Toc216691858]Diagrams to support approach, design or methodology (PDF only) 
Optionally attach a file: A maximum of 1 file may be attached. 
[bookmark: _Toc220678690][bookmark: _Toc159050560]Milestones and Delivery
Provide the milestones that the programme will use to ensure delivery of the outputs and impacts. *
	


Word count: Must be no more than 300 words. 
[bookmark: _Toc216691861]Milestones and deliverables 
Attach a file: A maximum of 1 file may be attached. For uploading a figure or chart, not for additional text. PDF only.
[bookmark: _Toc216691862]Please describe any risks to delivery of the programme *
	


Word count: Must be no more than 100 words. 
[bookmark: _Toc216691864]Describe the capability of the research team to deliver the programme *
	



Consider relevant expertise, experience, track record, and the mix of skills required for successful delivery. Word Count: Must be no more than 250 words
[bookmark: _Toc216691865]Describe the coordination and collaboration with other organisations, related research, and end users that will support the delivery of the programme *
	



Include the state of the relationship (either existing or to be developed). Word Count: Must be no more than 250 words
[bookmark: _Toc1676900408]Capability Development
NHC Toka Tū Ake wishes to support the continued capability and development of the research sector. 
[bookmark: _Toc216691868]Describe how the programme will build research capability for Aotearoa New Zealand *
	



Please describe how the programme builds the capability of the PI, the research team, and/or the sector. Consider aspects such as new skills, leadership development, training, succession planning, or sector development. Word Count: Must be no more than 400 words
[bookmark: _Toc968489084]Research team
[bookmark: _Toc216691870]Principal investigator name *
	


First and last name 
[bookmark: _Toc216691871]Principal investigator email *
	


Must be an email address. 
Enter PI’s CV details below.
[bookmark: _Toc216691872]List all team members, field of expertise and their role in the programme *
	


Please consider whether you have the appropriate mix of skills, knowledge, and resources to deliver the programme and whether the team if applicable has appropriate community expertise e.g. Māori 
Enter each researcher's CV details below. Click Add More (at bottom of form) for additional CVs.
[bookmark: _Toc216691873]Associate Researcher
[bookmark: _Toc216691874]Name
	


Title First Name Last Name
[bookmark: _Toc216691875]Organisation
	


Associate researcher’s organisation
[bookmark: _Toc216691876]Associate researcher position
	


[bookmark: _Toc216691877]Associate researcher primary email 
	


Must be an email address.
[bookmark: _Toc216691878]For each team member please attach narrative or RS&T CV 
[bookmark: _Toc1634002078]Financial Plan 
Download NHC Toka Tū Ake budget template  
[bookmark: _Toc216691881]Completed Budget template  *
Attach a file: Please use NHC Toka Tū Ake budget template. 
Please refer to the Funding Guidance. 
[bookmark: _Toc216691882]Total amount requested (NZD excluding GST) *
	


As per attached budget. Must not exceed $450,000 
[bookmark: _Toc228569356]Other Funding 
[bookmark: _Toc216691884]Have you applied for funding for the programme or a similar project from other sources?  *
☐   Yes ☐   No 
[bookmark: _Toc216691885]If yes, what is the nature and status of the application?
	


[bookmark: _Toc1408542208]Administrative contact details 
[bookmark: _Toc216691887]Administrative contact *
	


First and Last Name and title
[bookmark: _Toc216691888]Primary phone number *
	


Must be a New Zealand phone number. 
[bookmark: _Toc216691889]Primary email *
	


Must be an email address. 
Declarations
[bookmark: _Toc1165017515]Ethics
[bookmark: _Toc216691892]Is ethical screening or approval required by your organisation? *
☐     Yes   ☐     No 
If yes, specify the ethics assessment process and estimated timeline:
	


[bookmark: _Toc216691894]Word count: Must be no more than 150 words.
[bookmark: _Toc1581656249]Health and Safety
NHC Toka Tū Ake requires that all researchers involved in funded projects and programmes have the appropriate skills, competency, and training to undertake the proposed research safely and responsibly. 
Do you confirm that the members of the research team have the appropriate skills and training for your proposed programme, or that any required training will be completed prior to commencing the work? *
☐ Yes
☐ No
If you select “No”, please briefly explain what training is required and how/when it will be provided.
	


[bookmark: _Toc375909130]Conflict of Interest
[bookmark: _Toc216691896]Do you have any conflicts of interest to declare? *
☐   Yes/Potentially
☐   No
[bookmark: _Toc216691897]If yes or potentially, please provide details
	


[bookmark: _Toc657348081]Privacy
All proposals received will be treated as confidential, subject to Government Convention, and any legal requirements under the Official Information Act 1982, the Privacy Act 2020 or any other relevant law.
[bookmark: _Toc216691899]Do you agree to the information in this form being shared for the purpose of assessing this proposal for NHC Toka Tū Ake University Research Programmes 2027 and acknowledge the above privacy statement? *
☐    Yes 
[bookmark: _Toc1281417356]Funding terms
[bookmark: _Toc216691901]The Research Funding Agreement Template has been read by both the applicant and the host organisation and it is acknowledged that if this proposal receives NHC Toka Tū Ake funding, the terms and conditions set out in this agreement will be adhered to and only minor changes will be negotiated. 
Do you and your organisation agree in principle to the terms and conditions in the NHC Toka Tū Ake Research Funding Agreement template and that the information in this proposal is to your knowledge correct and actionable? *
☐   Yes (Applicant)
☐   Yes (Organisation)
Organisation representative*
	


Include first and last name, and title. This should be a duly authorised person for the Organisation.
Primary email of organisation representative*
	


Must be an email address
Disclaimer
You have come to the end of this proposal form. You will now be asked to review your proposal after which you can choose to save it and come back later or submit to complete the process. NHC Toka Tū Ake will not consider proposals that are saved but not submitted. All successful submitted proposals should receive a confirmation email from SmartyGrants.
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